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Act I, The Courtyard of the Castle

It is Prince Siegfried’s birthday and the royal court and people  
of the town have gathered to celebrate. 

The Queen presents her son with a gift of a crossbow. He is  
delighted but then becomes preoccupied when his mother  
reminds him that he needs to find a suitable wife. He dismisses 
his guests and becomes captivated by the spectacular sight  
of a flock of swans in the distance. Grabbing his crossbow,  
he hurries from the palace to hunt them.

 
Act II, The Lakeside

Lurking by the lake is Rothbart, a half-man, half-bird with  
sorcerer’s powers. Beating his huge black wings, he rises  
from the depths of the misty water then vanishes seconds  
before Prince Siegfried arrives.

The prince is amazed to find that each of the swans he followed  
is actually a young woman bewitched by Rothbart and only able 
to return to human form for a few hours at night. Among them is 
their queen, Odette. The flock protects Odette fiercely but slowly 
she begins to trust the prince. 

When Rothbart reappears, Odette and the frightened 
swan-maidens flee, closely followed by Siegfried. Enraged,  
Rothbart summons Odette back to the lake. Prince Siegfried 
declares his undying love for Odette and swears to remain  
faithful to her. Jealous, Rothbart wrenches Odette away from 
their embrace, leaving Prince Siegfried desperate and alone.

 

Act III, The Great Hall of the Castle

A formal birthday celebration is taking place with royalty from all 
over the world invited. Among the guests are several princesses 
selected by the Queen as potential brides for Prince Siegfried.  
He politely dances with each woman, knowing he will never  
marry anyone but Odette. Rothbart arrives with his daughter, 
Odile. She is beautiful and dressed all in black. Unbeknownst to  
Siegfried, Rothbart has cast a spell over his own daughter,  
transforming her into an exact likeness of Odette. He plans to 
trick Prince Siegfried and force him into betraying Odette.

Siegfried is convinced he is dancing with Odette. So mesmerized 
by her, he fails to see Odette desperately beating her wings at the 
window.  Siegfried declares that he intends to marry Odile. With 
his cruel plan complete, the triumphant Rothbart reveals his  
trickery. Realising his betrayal, Prince Siegfried follows the  
devasted Odette who runs back to the lakeside.

 
Act IV, The Lakeside

Odette returns to her flock of swans. Siegfried begs for Odette’s 
forgiveness, which she eventually grants. When Rothbart arrives,  
a fight ensues; a struggle of good over evil. Rothbart’s spell is 
broken by the power of Prince Siegried and Odette’s love.  
Rothbart is destroyed by the swan-maidens who are released 
from their enslavement. As the dawn of a new day rises,  
Siegfried and Odette are united in love.
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