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SYNOPSIS
By Lolita Chakrabarti OBE

We live in a world where one person is forcibly 
displaced every two seconds as a result of conflict 
or persecution. In 2022, statistics show that over 100 
million people around the globe had been forced 
from their homes. More than thirty-two million of 
those people are refugees, and half of them are 
under eighteen years old. We are confronted by 
stories of displacement every day – in newspapers, 
on television andon our streets. We regularly hear 
about migrants fleeing oppressive regimes, but 
the focus is often on the catastrophic political in-
fighting and violence and we lose sight of the people 
affected.

Message In A Bottle is an imagined story about 
one family. In a village in a country far away, the 
community live well and support each other. But 
when civil war breaks out this idyll of existence is 
devastated as the community is broken and homes 
destroyed. We follow the fortunes of a father, mother 
and their three teenage children – Leto, Mati and 
Tana – who face this brutal reality together. They 
are confronted with impossible choices in order 
to survive. They must leave their homeland and 
undertake a perilous journey to safer shores. Along 
the way they will be separated from each other and 
have to persevere alone.

Inspired by the passionate, evocative and iconic 
music of Sting – Message In A Bottle is a universal 
story of loss, fear, survival, hope and love.

RUNNING ORDER & SONG LIST

Act 1

Desert Rose
I dream of love as time runs through my hand.

If I Ever Lose My Faith In You
There’d be nothing left for me to do....

Every Little Thing She Does Is Magic
I resolve to call her up, a thousand times a day, and 
ask her if she’ll marry me, in some old fashioned way.

Fields Of Gold
Will you stay with me, will you be my love... as we lie 
in fields of gold.

King Of Pain
There’s a little black spot on the sun today.

Fragile
If blood will flow when flesh and steel are one, drying 
in the colour of the evening sun, tomorrow’s rain will 
wash the stains away, but something in our minds will 
always stay.

Don’t Stand So Close To Me
To hurt they try and try

Invisible Sun
And they’re only going to change this place, by killing 
everybody in the human race... But I don’t even 
wanna die just yet, there has to be an invisible sun, 
that gives us hope when the whole day’s done.

Inshallah
As the wind blows, growing colder, against the sad 
boats, as we flee, anxious eyes, search in darkness,
with the rising of the sea.

A Thousand Years
A million roads, a million fears, a million suns, ten 
million years of uncertainty.

Shadows In The Rain
I woke up in my clothes again this morning, I don’t 
know exactly where I am.

Every Breath You Take
Since you’ve gone I’ve been lost without a trace, I 
dream at night I can only see your face.

Message In A Bottle
Rescue me before I fall into despair... I’ll send an 
S.O.S. to the world.

Act 2

Spirits In The Material World
There is no political solution, to our troubled 
evolution.

If You Love Somebody, Set Them Free
If you want to keep something precious, you’ve got 
to lock it up and throw away the key.

Brand New Day
I’m thinking in a brand new way... I’m starting up a 
brand new day.

Love Is The Seventh Wave
There is a deeper wave than this rising in the world.

De Do Do Do, De Da Da Da
Don’t think me unkind, words are hard to find, 
they’re only cheques I’ve left unsigned, from the 
banks of chaos in my mind.

Walking On The Moon
Giant steps are what you take, walking on the 
moon... We could walk forever... we could live 
together... walking on the moon.

Be Still My Beating Heart
Be still my beating heart, or I’ll be taken for a fool.

Englishman In New York
Be yourself, no matter what they say.

Shape Of My Heart
I’m not a man of too many faces, the mask I wear is 
one.

The Bed’s Too Big Without You
I can’t sleep with your memory, dreaming dreams of 
what used to be, when she left I was cold inside.

Roxanne
You don’t have to put on the red light, those days are 
over, you don’t have to sell your body to the night.

So Lonely
And I can only play that part, and sit and nurse my 
broken heart.

Fields Of Gold
Will you stay with me, will you be my love among the 
fields of barley? We’ll forget the sun in this jealous 
sky as we lie in fields of gold.

The Empty Chair
If I should close my eyes, that my soul can see, and 
there’s a place at the table that you saved for me.

They Dance Alone
One day we’ll dance on their graves, one day we’ll 
sing our freedom, one day we’ll laugh in our joy, and 
we’ll dance.
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